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“Mālama Kō Aloha”
(to keep, cultivate your love)



“Our Sea of Islands”



Pacific Migrations 





Familial relationship between land, 
resources, and people

Defines a responsibility; to love, serve, and 
honor in a reciprocal relationship

Modern movement framing community 
responses to crucial issues of justice 

Aloha ʻĀina
“Love for that which feeds us”







Water and the Ancestral Circular Economy 

Wai = Water

Waiwai = Wealth



Key Principles of Ancestral Circular Economy 

1. Prioritization of relationship building

2. Balanced governance structures

3. Systematic and regular redistributions of
wealth & power

4. Promote regenerative social-ecological
processes

5. Environmental kinship



First Constitution of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom (1810-1893) 

Establishes Water as a public trust

Hawaiian Kingdom as Independent Sovereign State 





Danish Treaty

October 19, 1846, a 
Treaty was 
signed in 
Honolulu



Austro-Hungarian Treaty

June 18, 1875, a Treaty 
was signed in 
London



Belgian Treaty

October 4, 1862, a 
Treaty was signed 
in Brussels



Bremen Treaty

August 7, 1851, a 
Treaty was signed 
in Honolulu



French Treaty

October 29, 1857, 
a third Treaty 
was signed in 
Honolulu



German Treaty

March 25, 1879, a 
Treaty was 
signed in Berlin



British Treaty

July 10, 1851, a 
fourth Treaty 
was signed in 
Honolulu



Hamburg Treaty

January 8, 1848, 
a Treaty was 
signed in 
Honolulu



Italian Treaty

July 22, 1863, a 
Treaty was 
signed in Paris



Japanese Treaty

August 19, 1871, a 
Treaty was 
signed in Yedo



Dutch Treaty

October 16, 1862, 
a Treaty was 
signed in The 
Hague



Portuguese Treaty

May 5, 1882, a 
Treaty was 
signed in Lisbon



Russian Treaty

June 19, 1869, a 
Treaty was 
signed in Paris



Samoan Treaty

March 20, 1887, a 
Treaty of 
Political 
Confederation 
was signed in 
Honolulu



Spanish Treaty

October 29,1863, 
a Treaty was 
signed in 
London



Swiss Treaty

July 20, 1864, a 
Treaty was 
signed in Berne



Swedish-Norwegian Treaty

July 1, 1852, a 
Treaty was 
signed in 
Honolulu



American Treaty

December 20, 
1849, a Treaty 
was in 
Washington, 
D.C.



Loss of Native Governance has Implications for Resources 





OUR LEADERSHIP IS DEMONSTRATED IN THE HEALTH OF OUR ʻĀINA







Total Population Today 1.4 Million 

950,000

185,000

144,000

66,000

7,000

3,000



9.6 Million Tourists in 2023







Hawaiʻi & The Public Trust Doctrine

The Public Trust Doctrine holds that certain 

natural resources are preserved in 

perpetuity for public use and enjoyment. 

•Article XI, § 1 of Hawai‘i’s Constitution provides that 

“all public natural resources are held in trust by the 

State for the benefit of the people.” 

•Article XI, § 7 of Hawai‘i’s Constitution makes 

specific reference to water, including the directive “to 

protect, control, and regulate the use of Hawai‘i’s 

water resources for the benefit of its people.”

•Article XI, section 1 and article XI, section 7 adopt 

the “public trust doctrine as a fundamental principle 

of constitutional law in Hawai‘i.”



Water as a Public Trust  



8 years 2013-2021

COMMISSIONER ON 
HAWAII STATE WATER 

RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT 

Restored Water to 45 
Streams 



Setting Instream Flow Standards; Stream Restoration  



Sustainable Yield & Groundwater Hydrologic Unit Boundaries 



The Cost and Environmental Damage of Militarism 
● US Navy Fuel tanks leaking into Oʻahu 

aquifer - They are currently being drained 

● United States military exempt from 
reporting Co2 Emissions after US 
withdrawal from 1997 Kyoto Protocol 

Since 1943 - About 200,000 gallons spilled 





Advancing Aloha ʻĀina; Islands and Many Hats 



We are the last generation 
that can reverse climate crisis 



WHITE SUPREMACY, MILITARISM, AND THE 1%





52

Aloha ʻĀina as   Justice

Indigenous-led initiative 
encouraging economic recovery 
efforts informed by Hawaiian 
values

Biocultural 

restoration of social-

ecological systems

Community-based 

subsistence fishing areas 

(CBSFA)



AT THE END OF THE ROAD, THERE IS ʻĀINA 

All roads to islands begin and end at the Water 

Lessons from Hawaiʻi:

Public Trust Doctrine Matters 
Culture and Place Matter

“Ola i ka Wai”
There is only 1 Water

Integration and De-silo-ing of Policy and Mangement 

Economic Systems that damage water must be changed 



WHAT WILL WE DO? 
SEVEN ACTIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF WATER IN HAWAIʻI

01

02

04

05

06

03

OLA I KA WAI“Life because of Water” Cherish and defend the water that surrounds you

LET WAI FLOW

REDUCE & REUSE

RESTORE WAIWAI

KIAʻI WAI

07 BE LIKE WAI

KAHU WAI

Restore streams and ecosystems

Support sustainable agriculture and greywater systems

Support efforts to create regenerative circular economy

Speak and act for future generations rights to experience life in our islands

Support Landback and the de-occupation of Hawaiʻi and indigenous peoples 
around the world

Recognize deeper insights into water and our identity as people



ALOHA ʻĀINA



My friend and I would sometimes roam
The trails of Mauna Kea
And in the evening, we′d come home
And see her standing there
The moon moves around her when she sleeps
The clouds stand beside her when she weeps
And I could be forgotten 
And a thousand miles away
And still I would recall
The beauty of Mauna Kea

Now to any land you go 
She will be with you 
If you love her like I do
O Mauna Kea

And I live in the city now
And I see different things
In the nights when I'm alone she is in my dreams
The wind spins around her when she wakes
The sun spreads its warmth across her face
And we could be forgotten
And ten thousand miles away
Still I would recall
The beauty of Mauna Kea
Of Mauna Kea
And still I would recall
The beauty of Mauna Kea

The Beauty of Mauna Kea (Keola Beamer) 
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