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Objectives 

• To demonstrate the meaning within the law. 

 

• To demonstrate the meaning outside of the law. 

 

• To illustrate the issues related to myriad of ”in” and “out” of law. 
 

• To provide a synthesis of the meaning in and out of the law for RSA. 



Introduction 

• 85% of the planet’s wetlands are disappearing. 

 

• One reason for its disappearance is due to the failure to manage them 
adequately. 

 

• Countries are improving the management- many efforts have been put in place to 
do so. 

 

• Natural  applied legal science. 

 

• What is the management of wetlands within a legal context? 

 

• Relevance RSA? NJWMP 2024 

 

 

 



…outside of the law 

• Different but similar meanings- to an extent. 

• “the art of getting things done through people” (Follet, 2008). 

• “complex of continuously coordinated activity using any undertaking 
administration/public or private service conducting its business” ILO 

• “the planning, organizing, leading, and controlling of human and 
other resources to achieve organizational goals” Jones and George 
(2018) 

• “art and science of planning and organizing people, resources, 
processes and activities to achieve goals and objectives” Nel & 
Albert (2018) 

• The latter is preferred due to the universality. 



…in the law  

• Plethora of legislation relevant to wetland regulatory system. 

 

• NEM: Integrated Coastal Management Act- regulation, management, 
protection, conservation and rehabilitation of the coastal environment. 

 

• NEM: Protected Areas- “control, protection, conservation, maintenance, 
and rehabilitation of protected areas”. 
 

• National Water Act (through the NWRS)- “the people who make decisions 
in an organization; the effect, impact and outcome of their decisions”. 
 

• Restoration??? WWD 2023: It is time for restoration 

 

 



E F F E C T? 

• How is a barren inconsistent and vague provisions implemented? 

 

• How is liability split between departments? 

 

• How does it affect the application and interpretation in courts? 

 

 

 

 



Research method 

• Qualitative in nature. 

 

• Technique- content analysis of applicable legislation , 
government documents and textbooks. 

 

• Search on Google Scholar and LexisNexis (offers trusted legal 
content about South African law). 

 

• Meta-data analysis is conducted. 



The synthesis  

• Preferred definition outside of law  

 



Policy implications 

• The development of this definition is timeous. 

 

• It shall provide a better and more inclusive meaning. 

 

 



Practical application 

• The management framework in Figure 1 may serve in singular or multiple 
forms for practice.  

 

• For example, the singular could be People (A) with Regulations (2). 

 

• For the multiple, it can be People (A)+Resources (B)+Activities (D) with 
Protection (4), or People (A)+Resources (B)+Activities (D) with 
Conservation (1) +Regulations (2) +Protection (4).  

 

• The operation of this framework does not have to be from left to right, but 
right to left too.  



References 

• Brown, R., Werbeloff, L. and Raven, R(2019) Interdisciplinary Research and Impact. PubMed Central, 3(4). DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1002%2Fgch2.201900020. 

• Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment Consultation on the Draft White Paper on Conservation and Sustainable Use of South Africa’s 
Biodiversity 2022 https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf. 

• Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment’s Strategic Plan (2019/2020-2023/2024) and its 2020/2021 Annual Performance Plan. 
https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/docs/strategicplan202021to202324. pdf (accessed on 4 February 2022). 

• Department of Water and Sanitation https://www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated%20Water%20Resources%20Management.aspx. 

• Department of Water and Sanitation Strategic Plan for fiscal years 2020/2021 to 2024/25      
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic%20Plan/2021/Strategic%20Plan%202020-21%20to%202024-25_23Mar2020.pdf. 

• Department of Water and Sanitation, National Water Resource Strategy 3, Draft 2.6, July 2022 
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf. 

• Elliot, F and Blackmore, A (2019) A hitchhiker’s guide to South Africa’s wetland legislative framework and international obligations. South African 
Journal of Environmental Law and Policy 25:42-72.  

• Finlayson, C., Everard, M., Irvine, K., McInnes. R., Middleton, B., van Dam, A. and Davidson, N (2018) The Wetland Book Volumes 1-3. Springer: UK. 

• Gardner, R.C., (2003) Rehabilitating nature: A comparative review of legal mechanisms that encourage wetland restoration efforts. Catholic University 
Law Review, 52(3), p. 573-620. 

• Glazewski, J. (2021) Environmental law in South Africa. 3rd edition. Durban: Butterworths/ LexisNexis (updated online).  

• Hamman, E., Purandare, J. & Pointon, R., (2020) Protecting and restoring Queensland’s coastal wetlands: Is a new legislative approach required? 
University of Queensland Law Journal, 39(3), pp. 399–403.  

• Jones and George (2018) Contemporary Management 10(ed). McGraw-Hill Education: UK. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://doi.org/10.1002/gch2.201900020
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202207/46687gon2252.pdf
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
applewebdata://136F2780-61FF-4DD8-9C64-9BE0E979DA3D/Department of Water and Sanitation https:/www.dws.gov.za/Projects/sdg/Integrated Water Resources Management.aspx
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.dws.gov.za/documents/Other/Strategic Plan/2021/Strategic Plan 2020-21 to 2024-25_23Mar2020.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202208/47133gon2327.pdf


• Kaehler,B. & Grundei, J. (2019) The Concept of Management: In Search of a New Definition. Springer. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-94526-2_2.  

• Kidd M (2011) Environmental law. 2nd edition. Cape Town: Juta.  
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