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Globally, unsafe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene cause an 
estimated 1.4 million deaths and 74 million of DALYs a year 



UN Water Integrated Monitoring Initiative for SDG 6 



6.1.1 Drinking water 
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Water quality testing in household surveys reveals high 
levels of faecal contamination in many countries 

https://washdata.org/reports  

https://washdata.org/reports


Despite progress, 2 billion 
people still lack safely 
managed drinking water 

Dramatic acceleration is 

needed to meet SDG Target 

6.1 

 
Source: JMP 

2021 

Global trends in 

drinking water and 

acceleration required 

to achieve 2030 

target.  



6.2.1a Sanitation 

IM
P

R
O

V
E

D
 



Achieving universal access to sanitation  
by 2030 will require dramatic acceleration… 

GLOBAL TRENDS IN SANITATION AND ACCELERATION REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE 2030 TARGETS 

China: 

• 6.2.2.1a - quite comprehensive data on sanitation 

from the 2019 National Household Income and 

Expenditure Survey, which allows calculation of safely 

managed sanitation services in both urban and rural 

areas.  

• 6.2.2.1b - No data on the availability of handwashing 

facilities with soap and water in the home, therefore 

no estimates for the hygiene component 



6.2.1b Hygiene 



79 countries had estimates for basic hygiene services in 2020 



6.3.1 Proportion of household wastewater 
flows safely treated (2020) 

 

13 https://sdg6data.org/maps  

https://sdg6data.org/maps


 SDG Target 6.3 Water quality and wastewater 

“By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, 
eliminating dumping and minimizing release of 

hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the 

proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially 

increasing recycling and safe reuse globally” 

Indicator 6.3.1 “Proportion of domestic and industrial 
wastewater flows safely treated”  
 

Custodian agencies: WHO/UN-Habitat/UNSD 

https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-on-wastewater-treatment-631-2021-update/  

China: 

 SDG 6.3: the same data sources that we used for sanitation in 6.2 

have allowed us to calculate domestic wastewater treatment in 

China.  

 UNSD environment statistics programme data sheet on 

wastewater blank, so no report on total or industrial wastewater   

https://www.unwater.org/publications/progress-on-wastewater-treatment-631-2021-update/
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While the 
challenge is 
significant, 
history shows 
that it is 
possible 

For example, analysis by 
WHO shows that an 
additional  

200 million people 
could gain access in the 
next five years if each 
country accelerated 
progress to match their 
better-performing peer 
countries 

Available for download: 
https://bit.ly/3VXw34J 

https://bit.ly/3VXw34J


Overarching recommendations 

Governance – 
Good governance begins with leadership, 
effective coordination and regulation 

Financing –  
Smart public finance unlocks effective 
household and private investment 

Capacity development - Capacity 
at all levels drives progress and sustains 
services 

Data and information – 
Reliable data support better decision-
making and stronger accountability 

Innovation –  
Reliable data support better decision-
making and stronger accountability 

Strengthen existing institutions, fill institutional gaps, facilitate coordination, 

strengthen regulatory environment  (including standards) 

Increase funding and financing from the public, private sector and donors; improve 

efficiency and performance of service providers; governments to provide enabling 

environment that encourages investment 

Build robust and competent institutions and a capable and motivated workforce 

Use data and information to be better informed, understand gaps and inequalities, 

and make evidence-based decisions 

Encourage innovation and experimentation through supportive government policy 

and regulation, accompanied by rigorous M&E  



WHO Guidelines for drinking-water 
quality: Fourth edition 

• Builds on over 60 years of guidance by WHO on 
drinking-water quality 

• Clarify and elaborate on ways of implementing its 
recommendations of contextual hazard identification 
and risk management, through the establishment of 
health-based targets, catchment-to-consumer water 
safety plans and independent surveillance. 

• Updated on a number of chemicals: asbestos, 
bentazone, chromium, iodine, manganese, 
microcystins,  nickel, silver, tetrachloroethene and 
trichloroethene.  

• Updated information on cyanobacteria, framework for 
early-warning and short-term management responses, 
adequacy of water supply, climate change, 
emergencies, food production and processing, 
radiological aspects etc. 

Source: https://www.who.int/about/what-we-do/thirteenth-general-programme-of-work-2019---2023 



Goal 6: Target 6.a on international cooperation 

Data sources 

• GLAAS 

• 2021/2022 country survey question D9 

on how external funding is channeled 

• OECD 

• Data on Official Development Assistance 

through the Creditor Reporting System 



Goal 6: Target 6.b on community and user participation 

Data sources 

• GLAAS 

• 2021/2022 country survey question A11 

• Includes questions on IWRM 

• Revised question on percent of population with access to 

opportunities for participation  

• UNEP 

• IWRM survey collects complementary data on community 

participation 

• OECD 

• Complementary data collected through Water Governance 

Indicators 



GLAAS 2022 results 

121 countries and 23 ESAs involving thousands of individuals 

and hundreds of institutions  

The GLAAS 

2022 Report 

will be 

launched in 

December 

2022 and the 

data will be 

available on 

the data 

portal: 

glaas.who.int 
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Source: https://www.who.int/about/what-we-do/thirteenth-general-programme-of-work-2019---2023 


