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Background and Rationale 

What are regional MSDs? 

• Regional multi-stakeholder 
dialogues (MSDs) convene 
different stakeholders around 
the same table, providing an 
avenue for reaching a common 
understanding on regional 
issues.  

• Multitrack processes 

• Some but not all MSDs relate to 
transboundary water 
cooperation. 

 

 

Why did we study regional MSDs in advancing 

transboundary water cooperation? 

 

1. Dialogue at basin vs regional level: regional level 

dialogues do not focus on specific basin issues, they 

often use other common goals as starting point for 

anchoring the conversation. 

2. Research gap: No study specifically focusing on how 

regional multistakeholder dialogues can advance 

transboundary water cooperation. 

3. Emerging number of regional dialogue experts: 

Potential to create “Community of Practice” of 
regional dialogue experts who can potentially drive 

cooperation on the ground. 
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What are the key enabling 
factors?  

Analytical 

Approach:  

4 enabling factors 

examined through 

case study analysis 
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3 Case Studies 
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South East Europe 

Date: Started in 2005 and 

ongoing 

 

Engagement: A series of 

regional roundtables along with 

thematic studies, capacity 

building workshops, study visits. 

 

Outcome: agreements and 

enhanced cooperation in 

• Drin basin:  

• Mesta/Nestos River Basin 

• Dinaric Karst Transboundary 

Aquifer System 

• Sava River Basin 

• Drina Basin 
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South Asia 

Date:  

• 2006: Abu Dhabi dialogue   

• 2012: participants agreed to 

continue the dialogue at 

basin levels  

• 2013-2021:World Bank SAWI 

 

Engagement: A series of basin 

wide multi-stakeholder 

engagements, mostly track 3. 

 

Outcome: national level basin 

initiatives in the Indus, Ganges, 

and Brahmaputra Basin 

enhanced cooperation in 

Sundarbans landscape 
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Southern Africa 

Date:  

• 2007: SADC Regional 

Dialogues, 3 phases 

 

Engagement: A series of multi-

stakeholder engagements on 

WEF Nexus supported by GWP 

SAF 

 

Outcome:  

• Adoption of regional NEXUS 

policy framework. 

• Integration of nexus 

approach at Save river, 

Zambezi river, Limpopo river 
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Conclusion 

• In places where basin-wide 

cooperation was previously 

non-existent – regional MSDs 

led to spin off basin 

dialogues 

 

• In places where basin wide 

cooperation existed – 

regional MSDs led to 

enhancement of cooperation 

agreement and greater 

ownership 



Thank you!  
 
Scan to join our 
transboundary 
community of practice!  

  


