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QANATS : Canal in Arabic 

















Persepolis, Iran





History of Qanats

•North Western Iran  around 800 BC

•King Sargon II 750 – 722 BC

•Darius the Great  521 – 486 BC

•North Africa - 500 BC

•China – around 120 BC

• East Asia around 280 AD

• South America around 1500 AD



Qanats of Iran





















•37,000 Qanats still in use out of total of 
120,000

•8 Billion Cubic Meters of Water

•14 percent of irrigated area of Iran



Qanats Near the town of Nasca
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Traditional systems are time-
tested, scientifically proven and 
adapted to the ecosystem within 

which they function



significant characteristics

• the physical structure suited the terrain in which it operated

• water resources were used and managed as common property 
resources

• community based institutions were set up and practices 
established ensuring that water was not only used and 
distributed fairly but also conserved wisely



Happy to connect with you all !!!
Ganesh Pangare

gpangare@gmail.com
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