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Facts and figures 

Flood-prone area:  

Susceptible to flooding: 59% 

Below sea level: 26% 

Susceptible to river flooding: 29% 

Protected by embankments or dunes: 55% 



• Dutch Flood Risk Management 

• Long tradition, world-famous 

• Flood defense strategy 

• Engineering approach 

 

• Near flood events 1993/1995; damage and 
large-scale evacuations in River Area 

 

• Common sense of urgency, but growing 
opposition against ‘traditional’ 
measures 

Flood in the Netherlands 



• Anticipating on effects of climate 
change 

• improving flood protection by 
creating more room for water 
through appropriate measures 

• Improving quality of the 
landscape (‘spatial quality’)  

• Strict deadline and budget (2,3 B€), 
optimal ‘learning’, dedicated 
project organization  

• Optimal public support trough 
participation and co-creation on 
project basis (flexibility)  



Measures in and around rivers 

Measures in and around rivers | Rijkswaterstaat 

https://www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/en/water/water-safety/room-for-the-rivers/measures-in-and-around-rivers


What has really 
proven to be 
successful? 

The ‘Room for 
the river’ 

approach! 
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Room for the River 



Key Success Factors (based on evaluation research (UU)) 

• Common sense of urgency 
(1993, 1995); need for 
collaboration 

• Clear, binding and non-
negotiable goals and 
deadline 

• Combined goals (flood 
protection & improving 
spatial quality) 



Key Success Factors (based on evaluation research (UU)) 

“Decentralize what can” 

• PKB---a framework-setting 
instrument at the national level 
and legally binding  

• Administrative cooperation 
agreements--decentralized 
governments committed to the 
implementation of the PKB 



Key Success Factors (based on evaluation research (UU)) 

Participation 

• Informal participation---
information evenings, kitchen 
table conversations.. 

• taking the community's input 
into the decision-making process 
as much as possible 



Key Success Factors (based on evaluation research (UU)) 

Flexibility in Decision-making 

Project decisions--limited 
flexibility (e.g. permits, 
exemptions, or other approvals) 
but not prevent innovative 
solutions 

Implementation decisions--
giving contractors freedom to 
determine the method of 
execution  



Key Success Factors (based on evaluation research (UU)) 

Thank you! 


