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G20 Water-nomics …

(HSBC, August 2015)



Use other people’s water …



China’s real liquidity constraint …

There is no choice but to do “business unusual”



Water Red Lines will affect China’s GDP



Provincial difference in water pressure

45% of China’s GDP from the Dry 11

© China Water Risk. All rights reserved, 2016  



Case Study: Yangtze River

Base map data are from Data Center for Resources and Environmental 

Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences
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Yangtze River Economic Belt (YREB)

11 Provinces/Municipalities

Case Study: Water-nomics in YREB

584 million (2014)

RMB28 trillion (2014 GDP)

Source: China Water Risk based on National Statistical Bureau of China

Base map data are from Data Center for Resources and Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences



Case Study: Water-nomics in YREB
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Case Study: Water-nomics in YREB

Overall water quality improving but risk from heavy metal pollution still high  



Case Study: Water-nomics in YREB
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Case Study: Water-nomics in YREB
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Wastewater from Upper Reaches rising faster than rest of YREB in 12FYP



Case Study: Water-nomics in YREB

Pollution exacerbates scarcity in already highly water stressed YRD
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Embedding water & climate into economic planning & decision making

Case Study: Water-nomics in YREB



Case Study: Yangtze River Economic Belt

Yellow River
Shandong

Jiangsu

Base map data are from Data Center for Resources and Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences

YREB 
Phase II



Looking beyond: HKH Rivers for 16 countries …

(8 COUNTRIES & SOURCE OF 10 MAJOR RIVERS)
HINDU-KUSH HIMALAYAN REGION

Source: Lutz et al (2014), Lutz & Immerzeel (2013), Zhang et al (2013), 

Chen (2013), Wang et al (2013) and Gao et al (2010)
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Disclaimer

Information provided has been obtained from, or is based upon, sources believed to be reliable but has not been independently
verified and no guarantee, representation or warranty is made as to its accuracy or completeness. Information contained in this
document is current as of the date specified above and is subject to change without notice. Information contained in this 
document relating to investments, valuations, unrealised data, and projections is indicative only, and has been based on 
unaudited, internal data and assumptions which have not been independently verified or audited and are subject to material 
corrections, verifications and amendments. 

This information is not intended to constitute a comprehensive statement of any matter, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
None of China Water Risk , its sponsors, affiliates, officers or agents provide any warranty or representation in respect of 
information in this document. 

This document is for information purposes only and should not be construed as an offer, or solicitation of an offer, to buy or to 
make any investment. website. 

This document, is strictly confidential. This document, graphics and illustrations must not be copied, in whole or in part or
redistributed without written consent. (© China Water Risk, 2017, all rights reserved).


