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Hong Kong and Singapore: Similarities

- Both are Asian global cities, similar in size & population
- Both are former British colonies
- Poth rely on inter-basin transfer from a neighbor

Both economies are largely post-industrial

th suffered from serious droughts in 1960s
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Hong Kong's Reservoir Capacity and Imported

Reservoir capacity (mcm)
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Tipping points

1927
* 1*t Singapore-Malaysia
water agreement

* Water infrastructure
development suspended

1963-1965
* Drought I
* Independence of Singapore L[:msa_

* Launched study for self-
sufficiency

* Water infrastructure I
development relaunched
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1998-2002

= Negotiation on renewal of
1 water agreements
broke down

« Total self-sufficiency
strategy strengthened

* Unconventional water
resources schemes
initiated
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Hong Kong and Singapore: Divergent Paths

- 1980s-present:
- HK’s imported water dependency ratio went up
- Singapore’s dependency ratio came down

- }990s-present:
- - HK’s per capita freshwater consumption went up
- Singapore’s came down




Domestic water consumption in Hong Kong and Singapore (1998-2012)
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