Revisiting river basin management in

the Mediterranean

Multi-level governance of the Durance river system
(France)

Sophie Richard and Thierry Rieu (G-Eau Joint Research Unit-
Water management, stakeholders and water uses)
~r-ed IWRA, 2015

Gostion de IEau, Acteurs, Usages



2. The Durance river system 3. Governance trajectory 4. Discussion and conclusion
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A still fragmented governance system

A multi-level
governance involving
many cooks

Local river
basin authority

Local river basin
authority
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authority

Vulnerability to climate

change: water availability
issue (AERMC, 2014)

Local river basin
authority

(Arpe, 2012; Cros, 2012)

The Durance River governance system combines watershed and
problem-shed approaches (paniell & Barreteau, 2014)

— A coherent hydro-geographical region with water transfers outside the
watershed

— No conflicts today but crisis (droughts 2003-2007) highlighting the limits of
the current water allocation rules and management
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Towards an integrated multi-level governance system
bridging scales

A local solution: the regional governance body

for the Durance river system (Sourse, 2013)
— Increased solidarities between territories
— Secured multiple uses in a context of climate change

Through an innovative system mixing social learning,
shared water culture & coordination tools for action

— Shared governance combining regional scale and
Cros, 2012 strengthened river basin local authorities

— An integrated approach of territorial water
management and sector based policies

Expected outcome
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